
From: Stangel, Carol
To: Parsons, Laura; Russell Wasem; Anderson, Neil
Cc: Keigwin, Richard; Dinkins, Darlene
Subject: Rodenticide letters signed
Date: Friday, May 31, 2013 5:34:02 PM
Attachments: Goodlatte-McCabe reply_Rodenticides_AL-13-000-4471.pdf

Goodlatte-McCabe_Rodenticides_AL-13-000-4471.pdf
McLaughlin reply_rodenticides_AX-12-001-8435.pdf
McLaughlin_rodenticides_AX-12-001-8435.pdf

FYI, responses to rodenticide letters from Congressman Goodlatte and Gayle McLaughlin, Mayor of
the City of Richmond, California, have been signed; see attached.
 
Thanks again for your help in developing the responses,
 
Carol
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A L pR OTECI


UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460


OFFICE OF CHEMICAL SAFETY 
AND POLLUTION PREVENTION 


The Honorable Bob Goodlatte 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Dear Congressman Goodlatte: 


Thank you for your letter of April 12, 2013, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
regarding the concerns of your constituent, Mr. Thomas J. McCabe, about the agency's current 
safety standards for rodenticide products. Mr. McCabe expresses concern that effective products 
such as those he has used to control mice and rats on his property will no longer be available 
because of the EPA's actions. 


The EPA has taken action to set new safety standards for rodenticide products to make them safe 
for consumers' household use. Since 1993, 10,000-15,000 children (under the age of 6) each year 
have been accidentally exposed to mouse and rat poison baits, and rodenticide poisonings are well 
documented in a wide variety of wildlife species, including some that are listed as threatened or 
endangered. The agency's new safety measures decrease these unreasonable and unnecessary 
risks to children's health and the environment. 


In 2008, the EPA announced the new safety measures for consumer-use rat and mouse poison 
products. The agency's Risk Mitigation Decision for Ten Rodenticides specified changes that 
must be made in these products to allow for continued use that does not cause unreasonable 
adverse effects to human health or the environment. The decision was developed over a 10-year 
period, based on an extensive scientific assessment and an open, collaborative process that offered 
numerous opportunities for stakeholder and public input. To minimize disruption in the 
marketplace, the EPA provided rodenticide companies a timeframe of over 3 years to make the 
necessary changes in their products to implement the risk mitigation measures. Nearly all of the 
approximately 30 companies that produce or market rodenticide products in the United States 
adopted the new safety measures that greatly reduce child, pet, and non-target wildlife exposure to 
mouse and rat poisons. The EPA is taking the administrative steps provided by the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act to cancel and remove the sole non-complying 
company's 12 unsafe products from the marketplace. 


In his email, Mr. McCabe expresses concern that the agency's current safety standards limit 
consumer access to second generation anticoagulant products (i.e., those products containing the 
active ingredients brodifacoum, bromadiolone, difenacoum, and difethialone). He specifically 
mentions the Tom Cat®, Hawk® and Just One Bite® brands as products that he found effective 
in controlling his rodent problem. The EPA has worked cooperatively with the companies that 
make these and other rodenticides to ensure that their household rodenticide products comply 
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with the EPA's risk mitigation measures. In addition, the EPA has worked with these companies 
to ensure that they replace second generation anticoagulant rodenticides with baits containing 
bromethalin and first generation anticoagulants, which do not concentrate in the food chain as 
much as the second generation anticoagulants. Bromethalin products, particularly, result in a 
quicker death for rodents than the second generation anticoagulants, which may take up to 10 
days to kill a rodent. When used as instructed by the product label, the new consumer rodent 
control products are effective in controlling mice and rats, and they offer the advantage of 
increased protection for children, pets and non-target wildlife such as owls, hawks and foxes. 


Mr. McCabe also mentions needing rodent control products to protect his "vehicles and 
equipment." This suggests he may be able to use the occupational use rodent control products 
that are the same products he had previously been using but in a larger size. Occupational users 
of rodent control products will continue to have access to the same products available prior to the 
new consumer mouse and rat poison restrictions. The principal difference is that now 
occupational users will need to purchase professional-size products, which are four pounds or 
greater for first generation anticoagulants and non-anticoagulants, and are 8 pounds or greater for 
second generation anticoagulants. 


We recognize that rodents can pose a significant pest problem, and we do not expect the 
agency's current standards to hinder the efforts of residents to control rodent pests. We believe 
that it is critical to preserve access to affordable and effective consumer-use mouse and rat bait 
products. We are confident that Mr. McCabe will find rodent control products that provide 
effective control. 


For rodent control in residential dwellings, the EPA encourages consumers to use only mouse 
and rat products that meet the EPA' s safety standards. These products are effective, affordable 
and widely available at retail stores. For a complete list of these products, your constituent 
should visit http:/Iwww.epa. gov/pesticides/mice-and-rats/rodent-bait-station.html . Also, if Mr. 
McCabe has any further questions regarding available rodent control products, he may contact 
the technical lead for rodenticides, Mr. Rusty Wasem, at (703) 305-6979 or 
wasem.russellepa.gov . 


Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff 
may call Mr. Sven-Erik Kaiser in EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Relations at (202) 566-2753.


Ac1idg Assistant Administrator
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COMB BOB GOODLATTE 


Mr. Arvin Ganesan 
Associate Administrator for Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Room 3426 ARN 
Washington, D.C. 20460 


Attached please find an e-mail that I have received from my constituent, Mr. Thomas J. 
McCabe, regarding the concerns that he has expressed about risk reduction standards that will 
impact the use of rodenticides, 


I would appreciate your looking into this matter and providing me with a response for my 
constituent. Please provide your response to my Staunton office at the address marked below. 


Thank you for your assistance.


Bob Goodlatte 
Member of' Congress 


Li 2 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
sullE A. FIRST FLOOR 
HAHHISONDUF)G, VA 22802-2725 
1540) 4.32-2351


fl
SUITE 300 
LYNCHDURG, VA 24504-I SOR 
(434) 845-8306


El 10 FRANKLIN ROAD. 6.5. 
SUITE 048 
ROANOK, VA 24011-2121 
(640) 657-2673


' l17 SOUTH LEWtS STREET 
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STAL.JNTON, VA 24401-4282 
540) 885-3861 
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From:	 Thomas J. McCabe [tjmccabe3@yahoo.com ] Sent;	 Thursday, April 11,20135:25 PM 
To:	 Garrett Debbie 
Subject:	EPA Ban of Rodenticide Bait 
Attachments:	EPA-HQ-OPP-20 13-0049-0003. pdf 


Thank you for taking my call today regarding the above issue. The EPA is taking the most 


common and effective ingredients off the market and making them available only through 
professional pest control companies. The Following is from their website and current as of 
March 2013: 


"EPA's New Risk Reduction Standards 


As a result of EPA's May 2008 Risk Mitigation Decision for Ten Rodenticides, the agency asked 
rodenticide producers to adopt new safety measures by lurie 2011, 


Bait stations - All rodenticide bait products marketed to residential consumers must be sold 
with and used in protective, tamper resistant bait stations. Only bait forms that can be 
secured in bait stations, like blocks or pastes, may be used in these products. 


Bait size limitation - Products marketed to residential consumers may contain no more than 1 
pound of rodenticide bait. 


Active ingredients used - While several pesticide active ingredients will still be allowed on 
the homeowner market, products marketed to residential consumers will no longer contain the 
most toxic and persistent pesticide active ingredients, that is, the second generation 
anticoagulants brodifacoum, bromadiolona, difenacoum, and difethialone. Products containing 
these active ingredients will only be available for commercial use and for residential use by 
professional pest control operators." 


The "Active Ingredient" paragraph Is the most troubling to me. Some of the active ingredients 
listed above are present in the most common brands of bait available in this area including: 
Tomcat, Hawk, and Just One Bite. I have used these products for many years to control mice 


and rats near my house and in outbuildings. I have always used bait stations to prevent 
children or other animals from being exposed to the bait. Removal of these products from the 
market will be a significant hardship. I have used products that did not contain these 


ingredients and found them to be ineffective. Rodent damage to wiring in my vehicles and 
equipment alone has cost me many hundreds of dollars and countless hours of labor to repair. 
These products need to be available in order to protect health and property. 


I may be reached at this email or: 


Thomas 1. McCabe 
320 Foxglove Lane 
Rockbridge Baths, VA 24473-2108 


540- 348 " 5077 


Thanks again for your attention to this issue. 


Sincerely,
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 


The Honorable Gayle McLaughlin 
Mayor of the City of Richmond 
Office of the Mayor 
450 Civic Center Plaza 
Richmond, California 94804-1630 


Dear Mayor McLaughlin: 


MAY 1 5 2013 


OFFICE OF CHEMICAL SAFETY 
AND POLLUTION PREVENTION 


Thank you for your letter of October 22,2012, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, expressing 
the City of Richmond's support fo r the EPA's actions to mitigate risks to children, pets and wildlife, 
associated with the use of certain rodenticide products. T apologize for the delay in responding to your 
letter and appreciate the opportunity to reply on behalf of the agency since my office is responsible for 
regulating pesticides in the United States. Although we normally respond to correspondence within a 
few weeks or a month, the delay affords me the opportunity to update you on all the developments over 
the last 6 months. 


As you know, the EPA is moving to ban the sale of 12 d-Con mouse and rat poison products produced 
by Reckitt Benckiser, Inc. In January, the agency issued the company a Notice oflntent to Cancel 
because its 12 d-Con products fail to comply with current EPA safety standards. The 12 d-Con products 
are sold for consumers' household use as powder or pelleted bait without adequately protective bait 
stations that prevent access by children and pets. Eight of the 12 products also contain one of four 
second-generation anticoagulants, rodenticide active ingredients that the EPA has determined pose 
unacceptable hazards to non-target wildlife and should not be allowed for use by consumers. In recent 
years, the EPA has worked cooperatively with companies to ensure that their household rodenticide 
products are both safe to use around children and effective for consumers. Reckitt Benckiser is the only 
rodenticide producer that has refused to adopt the EPA's safety standards for all of its consumer use 
products. 


On March 6, 2013, Reckitt Benckiser requested a hearing in response to the EPA's notice of intent to 
cancel 12 of the company's d-Con mouse and rat poison products, averting the ban that otherwise would 
have taken effect on March 7. While the EPA is confident it will prevail in the hearing, the agency is 
disappointed that Reckitt Benckiser's course of action will result in continued unsafe exposures of d
Con products to children, pets and wildlife while the hearing takes place. 


Consumers should be aware that the d-Con products subject to EPA's ban may be available for sale by 
some retailers during the course of the hearing. For a list of the d-Con products the EPA is working to 
ban, visit: http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/mice-and-rats/cancellation-process.html#cancellation. EPA 
encourages residential consumers to use only mouse and rat products that meet the EPA's safety 
standards. These products are effective, affordable and widely available at retail stores. For a complete 
list ofthese products, visit: http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/mice-and-rats/rodent-bait-station.html. 
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The EPA's February 5, 2013, Notice oflntent to Cancel is available in EPA docket EPA-HQ-OPP-
2013-0049 at www.regulations.gov. See also the agency's Safer Rodenticide Products website. 


We appreciate your support, and we are strongly committed to reducing the risk of accidental poisonings 
of wildlife and pets as well as protecting children from accidental exposure to rodenticides. With the 
agency's risk mitigation measures in place, rodenticide products will be safe, effective and affordable 
for all consumers. 


Again, thank you for writing. If you have questions or wish to discuss these matters further, please 
contact Mr. Rusty Wasem at wasem.russell@epa.gov or (703) 305-6979. 


Sincerely, 


!Z/!Jt/14 
Robert McNally, Director 
Field and External Affairs Division 
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Ms. Lisa Jackson	 .' JJ 


C)	fl Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency m 
Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW	 c


1 


Washington, DC 20460 


Re: Impacts of rodenticides on disadvantaged communities 


Dear Ms. Jackson: 


I am the Mayor of the City of Richmond, a disadvantaged community with a large African 
American and Latino population. On February 21, 2012, the Richmond City Council passed a 
resolution urging local stores to remove the dangerous second generation anticoagulant 
rodenticides the EPA has deemed pose an "unreasonable risk" to children, pets, and wildlife from 
their shelves. 


We supported this resolution for several reasons. The first is that statistics show that children in 
disadvantaged communities are among those most often injured by rat poison. The second is that 
there are less expensive methods of controlling rats—including good housekeeping, 1PM 
practices, and simple snap traps—that are safer for everyone. 


Reckitt-Benckiser's claim that taking rat poison off the shelves is an "environmental justice" 
issue is highly disingenuous and frankly, false. Communities of color and low-income 
communities care just as much about the environment—and want to do the right thing for 
children, pets, wildlife, and the environment—as more affluent communities do. The idea that 
disadvantaged communities are more eager to use toxic products is highly insulting. 


We ask the EPA to stand strong against these offensive suggestions being made by Reckitt-
Benckiser, a $37.5 billion multi-national corporation whose goal is clearly to continue making a 
fortune, regardless of who or what is poisoned. Despite our economic challenges, the City of 
Richmond is committed to being a green sustainable city and to using 1PM solutions to control 
pests. 


In 1998 the US EPA issued its Registation Eligibility Decisions (REDs) for rodenticides, and 
expressed concern about accidental hunan exposures to rodenticides as well as risks to wildlife. 
We urge you to stand behind your Notie of Cancellation and ask that the EPA follow through to 
protect all U.S. citizens, regardless of ecnomic status, color, or race. 


GaylecLaughlin 
Mayor


450 Civic Center Plaza, Richmond, CA 94804-1630 
Telephone: (510) 620-6503 Fax: (510) 412-2070 www.ci.richmond.ca.us
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